
An Appalachian Song Cycle 
 for Voice, Banjo and Chamber Ensemble

Rounder Songs is a song cycle for voice, banjo and chamber ensemble that 
brings together the sounds of North American old-time and 21st century 
post-minimalist classical music. The work is based on songs and legends 
from Kentucky and West Virginia that tell the stories of several “rounders”: 
rural drifters who include a gambler, a murderer, and a mill laborer who 
strikes a deal with the devil. 

Rounder Songs was conceived and composed by Pinkerton and Burke (who 
are also a married couple) to focus on the common ground between their 
musical styles -- hypnotic, pulsing rhythms, subtle melodic variation over 
time, and perhaps most of all, the vivid evocation of certain moods. The 
work features old-time and classical genres on a level playing field, rather 
than subsuming one within the other. 

Pinkerton and Burke started with traditional songs and lyrics from 
Appalachia, then recast them for Pinkerton to sing and play banjo with NOW 
Ensemble, using the group's unique instrumentation of flute, clarinet, electric 
guitar, double bass, and piano. They also worked closely with visual artist 
Joanne Wiggins, who created the album artwork and a series of moving 
projections to accompany live performance. 

Rounder Songs has been 
performed at National Sawdust 
(Brooklyn, NY), Carnegie Hall 
Neighborhood Concert Series 
(Manhattan), Tutti Fest at 
Denison University (Granville, 
OH), Music on the Edge at the 
University of Pittsburgh (PA) 
and pairs well with classroom 
and community outreach 
activities (workshops, 
masterclasses or lecture-

demonstrations on old-time music by ethnomusicologist and songwriter 
Emily Pinkerton). The song cycle is 30 minutes long and can be supported by 
additional performance of traditional music and/or contemporary chamber 
works.

Honest and intriguing, Rounder Songs 
unites the traditional with the modern in a 
stunning, beautiful fashion. 

POPMATTERS

...the dream-like reverie mesmerizes in the 
way banjo picking blends with a rich and 
ever-coursing swirl of woodwinds and piano.  

TEXTURA

Folk singer-songwriter Emily Pinkerton and 
her classical composer husband Patrick Burke 
meet in the middle on “Rounder Songs,” 
stunning new song cycle with a murderous 
ring.  

PITTSBURGH POST-GAZETTE

FOR BOOKING:  
Curt LeClair 
curt@newampresents.org 

FOR MORE INFORMATION:  
Emily Pinkerton 
emily@emilypinkerton.com 
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